
It’s Time to Work Together.   

At the post-secondary level, geographic education in Canada and beyond is confronted with both 

opportunities and challenges.  Spatial technologies and complex environmental and societal problems are 

creating opportunities for geographers—both in the academy and in the various professional paths that 

alumni of geography programs follow.  At the same time, other disciplines and professional programs are 

increasingly incorporating environmental and spatial science curriculum into their programs, new inter- 

and trans-disciplinary environmental programs and faculties are being established; and influential leaders 

whose formal education was in geography often identify with labels other than “geographer”.  My hope 

for the future is that geography programs, departments and associations can work in partnership with each 

other and with geography alumni and other groups who share our interests in order to raise the profile of 

geography as we work together to better understand our planet and to address many of the environmental 

and societal problems that degrade the natural world and human condition.   

In Canada, more than 50 universities, university colleges and colleges provide post-secondary education 

in geography and/or geographic information systems (GIS).  The Canadian Association of Geographers’ 

Annual Directory provides student enrolment data for many of these universities, university colleges and 

colleges.  Even though the list is incomplete, many of the largest geography programs in Canada are 

included.  These data suggest that approximately 15,000 students are enrolled in undergraduate geography 

programs—as Honours Geography students, Geography Majors, or Geography Minors.  An additional 

2000 students are enrolled in graduate programs in geography.  A back of the envelope calculation would 

suggest that our post-secondary educational institutions are graduating approximately 4000 people each 

year whose academic identity includes geography.  Even allowing for substantial growth in university and 

college enrolment over the past several decades, it would appear that Canada has produced at least 

100,000 geography alumni over the past half century.  

My dream is that we can develop structures and momentum to connect geographic education and practice 

from elementary school through to professional careers.  In so doing, we would help others to appreciate 

the many contributions that geography and geographers make.   
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