
Let me introduce myself: I am Amanda Hooykaas and I am representing the “young 
scholars” of the Canadian Association of Geographers. I recently graduated from the 
University of Waterloo with a PhD in Geography; my own work is heavily influenced by 
urban design, anthropology, literature, history, landscape architecture, and environmental 
education.  
 
I have taught as an adjunct faculty member of the Faculty of Environment at Waterloo for 
approximately four years – teaching everything from Intro to Human Geography, to 
Recreation Geography, to Fluvial Geomorphology, to Ecological Restoration Practice, to 
Nature: Art, Myth, and Folklore. In my classes I know that not every student will become 
a geographer with a capital “G”, but I hope that every student will leave my courses with 
greater awareness of who we are and the responsibilities we carry - inherent in our beings 
as global citizens.  
 
I recognize that we are being challenged by rapidly-evolving relationships between 
ourselves and the rest of the planet. The central themes of my work are sense of place, 
identity, and belonging in the world and I find these to be the crux of many of the 
situations we find ourselves in: What does it mean to be “you” here? Who are you? What 
responsibility do you have to yourself and your fellow citizens? I aim to provoke students 
to explore how people and their environments – both urban and otherwise – influence one 
another. These questions and others like them draw me to academia and I am thrilled to 
be able to stimulate my students to consider this as a base from which to develop their 
own passions. 
 
In addition to my academic work, I have been an environmental educator and wilderness 
guide for approximately fifteen years. I have worked with all ages of people but am 
particularly fond of youth deemed at-risk by society. My work, regardless of where it is, 
is motivated by the experiences I have shared with these youth – they teach me about 
privilege and education and home and struggle. They teach me how to see the world in 
new and authentic ways. They are the scholars of life and it is through them that I become 
a better educator. 
 
Within my classroom and beyond, I aim to offer a variety of ways of teaching geography 
– I integrate TED lectures, guest speakers, short documentaries I have made myself, and 
community outreach. I aim to meet students where they are and take them to new places. 
I believe that universities have a tremendous opportunity to engage not only their own 
students, but the larger community as well. Geography does not need to remain in a 
vacuum where one either “is” a geographer or “isn’t” – we are all geographers of our own 
lives and our individual stories need to be acknowledged as being a part of the larger 
whole. Collectively geography is vibrant, dynamic, and exciting – and this needs to be 
recognized and pushed further – from the echelons of higher academia to preschools, to 
secondary schools, to everyday citizens. I am excited to be a part of it. 


